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2020

September Arts Institute
Saturday, September 26
Side x Side's annual professional development event
became a one-day virtual event due to Covid-19

»
Side x Side’s annual professional development for educators - the Summer Arts Institute - was moved online and to
September in 2020. We were thrilled to have so many of our Portland and Lewiston educators with us for the one-day
virtual event on Saturday, the 26th. Attendees enjoyed participating (and becoming students for a day!) in one of five art-
making workshops: shadow puppetry, stop-motion animation, journaling, bookmaking, and performance and storytelling.
This event kicked-off Side x Side collaborative arts-integrated programming in the Portland public schools and Lewiston’s

Connors Elementary School. We are very excited to be able to continue teaching academic content through the arts
(remotely) this year!
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Making Art with Pamela - Tutorial 2 - "What is Your Favorite Meal"

Coaking is an Art form! Draw and create in the kitchen with Pamela and Posey!
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" Teachmg artist: Anne,ACkerman
Ocean Avenue E/ementary School
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Fourth afflél Fifth Grade StoR‘M ion
Animation Program
“Our Many Stories”
Teaching artist: Caseyl edoux

East End Commﬁﬁzf‘ hool %\







rade Self Portrait Program
A e Are”

Teaching artist: Sarah Boyden

Ocean Avenue Elementary School
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2020 »
Fourth Grade Bookmaking Pk gr'“
“Phenomena in Science”

Teaching artist: Anne Ackerm ”

Talbot Elementary Schools
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In December, fourth grade students at Talbot Elementary School (formerly Riverton) completed a Side x Side bookmaking
program led by teaching artist Anne Ackerman and based on a literacy and science unit studying the adaptations of and
relationship between plants, bees, pollination, and black bears. The program kicked off with a visit via Google Meet from
Deb Perkins of First Light Wildlife Habitats to learn all about pollination and bees. Then students worked with Ackerman
over Google Meet and through video tutorials to create informational accordion books using watercolor paper, mixed
media papers, watercolor pencils, and pop-ups (supplies that were delivered to the school at the beginning of the
program). As part of their books, students created and labeled drawings of flowers, bees, and black bears to demonstrate
their symbiotic relationship and the adaptations that help them survive. Each student finished the program with a
completed book that is a beautiful and informational resource..
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2020-2021

rade Journaling Program
"Hope and Joy”

Teaching artistg: Molly Brown
d Jill Osgood

- Rowe Elementary School
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2021
stration and

- Realistic Fiction Writing Program
‘l‘ﬂw Ieaching artists®Karen Brooks, Leah Cross

—_ .&‘_ Connors Elementary Sehool
_’ ,

A Side x Side bookmaking program for fourth graders wrapped up in February at Connors Elementary School in
Lewiston. Led remotely by teaching artists Leah Cross and Karen Brooks and integrated with a literacy unit on narrative
writing, students learned how various collage artists utilize different techniques, colors, and shapes to create a range of
moods and feelings. During the program, students created self-portraits to represent their personal traits and unique
identities as well as illustrations that represent the fictional characters they developed for their stories. Students imagined
stories from their own lives and stories they wish existed while developing believable characters with struggles and
motivations. Each student created a book/journal that used collage and illustration to bring their fictional stories to life.
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2020-2021

Fourth Grade Journal Program
‘“lam...”

Teaching artist: Laurie Downey
East End Community School
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East End Community School teacher, Ms. Salisbury, collaborated with Side x Side teaching artist Laurie Downey to

lead her fourth grade students in lessons using project journals over the course of several months. During an “I Am...”
unit, students worked on shape drawings and then created self portraits wearing masks to help document their

personal experiences of the historic Covid-19 pandemic.
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Over the course of the winter, fourth graders in Ms. Hazel’s class at Rowe Elementary School participated in a Side x Side
mixed media journaling and mindfulness meditation program led virtually by teaching artist Cat LaBarre. Called, “The Art
Check In,” the program offered a weekly guided meditation followed by a structured art activity designed to develop self
and social awareness through creativity. Throughout the program, LaBarre taught the students to focus on the process
rather than the end result and regularly invited them to gather to share their work, process, and emotions. As a final
product, each student chose one of their meditation-based creations as a starting point to create a mixed media image
with a focus on composition, contrast, and color to share with the group during a Zoom showcase event.



Cat LaBarre
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i Third Grade Film Pro:
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Third graders at Ocean Avenue Elementary School completed a Side x Side video program led virtually by teaching
artist Casey Ledoux early in February. The program was integrated with a literacy unit called “Who We Are” in which
students wrote scripts that celebrated their cultural backgrounds, chose which International Baccalaureate attributes
they most resonated with, and thought about their social and academic goals. Students then worked with Ledoux over
Zoom to produce a drawing relevant to their scripts which they used as backgrounds for filming brief dialogues on
green screen camera to share their work and thoughts. Ledoux then combined the video footage and artwork to create
a film that premiered at the culminating showcase.
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e % 2021
L AL | A Second Grade Puppet Program
: "\ " “The Civil Rights Movement’

«  leaching artist: Nance Parker
Reiche Community School
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February-March, second graders in Ms. DeRice’s class at Reiche Community School participated in a Side x Side
program led by teaching artist Nance Parker and integrated with a literacy and social studies unit on the Civil Rights
Movement. The program kicked off with Ms. DeRice sharing age-appropriate books that introduced important people
from history while discussing the themes of strength and integrity. Using journals to sketch and take notes, students
worked with Nance Parker to identify a scene from a historical person’s life that was important to who they were. They
then designed and built individual box stages and moveable figures to perform their chosen scene for the class.



(- R A

k




2021

Sixth Grade Visual
Thinking Program
Teaching artist:

Connors t

School .
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Also in February, sixth graders at Connors Elementary School in Lewiston participated in a Side x Side visual thinking
program led virtually by teaching artist Molly Brown and integrated with a unit on presenting research. Students

learned illustration techniques to create explanatory cartoons, illustrations, and diagrams that were used in their
individual research projects.



Animal abandonment is a sad and
hurtful thing and | hope that you will
never do it. Millions of animals each year
are being abandoned and it's very sad.
Could you imagine dogs and cats being
extinct If we keep abandoning animals
like that? their extinction is gonna be
closer than you think. Please love all
living creatures like they were one of the
most precocious animals and keep them
safe. Animals All over the world are being
murdered to moke jackets and hats. We
need to have some respect for them. We
need them to livel




“Courage is ~
fire and bullying

iS S mo ke . 1 Benjamin Disraeli .
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Sixth Grade Mini-Poster Program
| | tion Writing and Activism”

. | ’\ Teaching artist: Laurie Down
Xconnors Elementary S
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https://www.thecenterforwildlife.org/
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March 4-7, 2021

National Art Education Association (NAEA)
CREATE 2021 Convention

Presenters: Anne Ackerman, Meghan
Scribner, Beth Wilbur Van Mierlo
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2021

Fifth Grade Poetry and Visual

“Lost and Found During Covid-
" leaching artists: Anne Ackerme

Gretchen Berg

Remote Academy
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2021
Third Grade Poetry
lllustration Progra

“Animals”

Teaching artists 48 en , e '

Berg and La ney A 2 PreyY i i
Remote Ag A P d0 W n

In April and May, third graders in Ms. Salisbury’s class at Portland’s Remote Academy participated in a Side x Side
poetry and illustration program integrated with a science unit on animals and led by teaching artists Laurie Downey and
Gretchen Berg. During the program, students learned to use Project Journals to capture their research on animals
through writing and drawing. They then wrote poems about a chosen animal and did drawings of the animal and its
habitat. The final product was a pop-up art piece that incorporated the drawings and poetry and was shared during a
final Zoom presentation..
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Molluscs first
appeared on Earth
550 million YIS, 090,‘
Now, there are
many kinds of
molluscs, from
tiny snails 1o
the Octopus
and giant squid.
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Stand Together”
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